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g AlfcTepT:-1: HRA H STeTaT I Bt ugfed 1901-2011
gﬁlm[m] <o qul &t fyre <2 (uftrerd) 3itera aififes fipre < (ufdrera)
W 1901 | 12,08 | 11.77 | 2385
1911 | 1284 12.37 2521 | 6.29 510 | 5.70 0.61 | 0.50 | 0.56
o 1921 | 12.86 12.28 2514 | 0.16 073 | 028 | 0.02 | .0.07 | 003
& 1931 | 14.29 13.58 27.87 | 11.12 | 1059 | 10.86 | 1.06 | 1.01 | 1.04
ﬁ;ﬁﬁ 1941 | 16.37 15.47 31.84 | 1456 | 13.92 | 1424 | 137 | 131 | 1.34
\ 1951 | 18.55 17.56 3611 | 1332 | 1351 | 1341 | 126 | 1.28 | 1.27
1961 | 22.63 21.29 4392 | 21.99 | 2124 | 21.63 | 2.01 | 1.94 | 1.98
1971 | 28.41 26.41 54.82 | 25.54 | 24.05 | 24.82 | 230 | 2.18 | 2.24
N 1981 | 35.34 32.99 68.33 | 2439 | 24.91 | 24.64 | 221 | 225 | 2.23
= 1991 | 43.94 | 40.71 84.65 | 24.34 | 23.40 | 23838 | 220 | 2.12 | 2.16
2001 | 53.22 49.65 102.87 | 2112 | 21.96 | 2152 | 1.93 | 2.01 | 1.97
S 2011 | 62.31 58.74 121.05 | 17.08 | 1831 | 17.67 | 1.59 | 1.70 | 1.64
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form—3 oot % gEeEnE A oAEEn @ it 2011

AR NISLANDS me=n 840
PUDUCHERRY e 610
TAMIL NADU el 590
KERALA meSpssswsoas 26,60
LAKSHADWEER  frSirsdssrt S e m S s S TS s e 96,20
GOA [meED 8,40
KARMNATAEA [empsE 12.90
ANDHRA PRADESH pesmns 9,60
MAHARASHTRA emeed 11.50
DADHA & NAGAR HAVELIE fmx 380
DAMAN & DIU  fsSn 7R
GUIJARAT mesps 970
MADHYA PRADESH sl 6,60
CHHATTISGARH = 2.00
ORISSA = 220
JHARKHAND psmpsazs 14,50
WEST BENGAL peSpsaswsisis 27,00
ASSAM  mMrSphiSwiShSaantn 1420
MEGHALAYA s 4.40
TRIPURA mssm BED
MIZORAM & 140
MANIPUR  mstm 8,40
NAGALAND m 2.50
ARUNACHAL PRADESH = 2.00
SEEIM B 160
BIHAR [aeSirddisst 16.90
UTTAR PRADESH musspss=ses 19,30
RAJASTHAN pesee 9,10
MNCT OF DELHI  fsmesa 12,90
HARYANA mEm 7.00
UTTARAKHAND fussmesis 1350
CHANDIGARH fa= 480
PUNIAB = 1.90
HIMACHAL PRADESH = 220
JAMMU & KASHMIR  Semernanser s s s RTLsU P esesusienns 68,30
0U00 20,00 000 S0
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POPULATION VERSUS PROGRESS & PROSPERITY

Isn’t India caught in

Harsha Vardhan

e seem to be not
knowing or may be
just indifferent to the

critical problem which has already

engulfed us that we, the Indians,
are caught in the ‘Malthusian
Trap’ that is to say in simpler
words in some sort of a suicidal
whirlpool. It is said suicide is the
role one writes for oneself — one
inhabits it and enacts it oneself.
One must know the darkness to
appreciate the light.

But before delving deep into the
subject it is necessary to explain
what is ‘Malthusian Trap’. All

MALTHUSIAN TRAP?

political academicians know
that the first original thoughtful
exercise on layman’s economic
problems was done by Thomas R.
Malthus, an English clergyman.
His Essay on the Principle of
Population known as “Malthusian
doctrine” was written in 1798.
It had declared that population
ought to be controlled for survival
of human race.
Even the

scientific icon



Stephen Hawking had on June
17, 2017 expressed doubts over
the long feasibility of life on
earth (“inevitable that nuclear
confrontation or environmental
catastrophe will cripple earth”)
and had suggested that scientists
should set a deadline for humanity
to save itself. Within the next 100
years we need to colonize Mars
and other planets. If we don’t, we
may not survive climate change,
disease, and other versions of
doom we’re bound to inflict on
ourselves this century.

The
population of England indirectly

rapidly increasing
supported by the indifference of
the government and the absence
of intelligence on the part of the
common man resulting in chaos
distressed Malthus. He feared
that England was heading for a
disaster. England did indeed feel
the shortage of land and food.

Malthus deplored “the strange
contrast between over-care in
breeding animals and carelessness
in breeding men.”

The Malthusian Theory
of Population is a theory of
exponential population growth
and arithmetic growth of food
supply. It was realized that the
unbridled growth in human
population would soon outstrip
food supply which may result in
‘food riots’.

THEORY OF POPULATION

Reflecting over the factors
concerning the improvement of

the living standards of the average

man in the society Malthus
decided to investigate the causes
which impede the progress of
mankind towards happiness
and the probability of total or
partial removal of them. One
chief cause intimately linked with
the very nature of man was his
constant tendency to increase far
beyond the food stock available
for survival.

Nature is full of paradoxes —

The Malthusian Theory
of Population is a theory
of exponential population
growth and arithmetic
growth of food supply.
It was realized that the
unbridled growth in

human population would
soon outstrip food supply
which may result in
‘food riots’.

self-contradictory realities. It
sees to it that the seeds of life
both in the animal and vegetable
kingdoms are scattered most
profusely but also restrains
them within prescribed bounds.
However, its check on man is a
bit complicated.

Impelled by the all-powerful
sex instinct he falls into the
unforeseen trap of bringing in

the world new mouths to feed
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for whom he cannot provide the
means of support, very often at
regular annual intervals. If he is
not controlled by the government
or does not discipline himself the
human race will be constantly
endeavoring to increase beyond
the means of subsistence.

Malthus wrote : “By nature
human food increases in a slow
arithmetical ratio; man himself
increases in a quick geometrical
ratio.... The increase in numbers
is necessarily limited by the
means of subsistence. Population
invariably increases when the
means of subsistence increase,
unless prevented by powerful and
obvious checks.”

Malthus based his reasoning
on the biological fact that every
living organism tends to multiply
to an unimaginable extent. A
single pair of thrushes (a
small songbird) multiplies into
19,500,000 after the life of the
first pair and 20 years later into
1,200,000,000,000,000,000,000.

“Men multiply like mice in a
barn”, says Richard Cantillon
(1680-1734), Irish-French
economist and author of Essai
sur la Nature du Commerce en
Général (Essay on the Nature of
Trade in General), considered as
the "cradle of political economy".

According to Huxley “Human
beings are supposed to double
every 25 years.....

When food supply increases
family size also increases. More

mouths need more food. And since
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the grain production will either
remain static or may decrease as
a result of agrarian land turning
into urban localities due to rise
in population, food supply per
person will decrease resulting in
malnourishment and fall in the
standard of living. Production
of food is subject to the law of
diminishing returns. Malthus
asserted that population would
ultimately outstrip food supply. If
preventive checks like avoidance
of marriage, late marriage or less
children per marriage, are not
exercised, then positive checks
like war, famine and disease will
operate.
CONFLICTING EQUATIONS

In India the existing population
equations give an alarming
signal about the coming times.
To cap the chaos they contradict
each other blatantly. Facts are
stubborn things which speak for
themselves and cannot be denied
or altered.

India is the second most
populated country in the world
with nearly a fifth of the world's
population. As on September 17,
2018 India’s 2018 population
was estimated at 1.35 billion
based on the most recent UN
data. According to the 2017
revision of the World Population
Prospects India’s population stood
at 1,324,171,354. During 1975—
2010 it doubled to 1.2 billion. The
Indian population had reached
the billion mark in 1998. India’s

population is projected to touch

“

1,469,603,953 figure by 2030.

One must take note of the fact
that India’s population in 1950
was 376,325,205 which rose to
1,342,512,706 in 2017 registering
the yearly increase of 15,751,130.
The density of population per
square km rose alarmingly to
451.54 in 2017 as against 126.57
in 1950.

The population figures religion-

In India though

the government had

established the first
National Family Planning

Programme in 1952

and the condoms had
come into use but it was
limited to a very limited

elite class only because
it did cost 25 paise per
piece, unaffordable by
the middle and the lower
middle class where the
birth rate was highest.

wise at present stand at :
Hindu : 1,031,958,408 (80.5 %),
Muslim : 171,779,412 (13.4 %),
Christian : 29,484,526 (2.3%).
CONDOMS
A very significant point which
must be taken note of is that
Malthus Doctrine was written in
1798 — 41 years before Charles
Goodyear invented the rubber

vulcanization process in 1839 and

got it patented in 1844. The first
rubber condom was produced in
1855 primarily to check spread
of venereal diseases and prevent
unwanted pregnancies.

In India though the government
had established the first National
Family Planning Programme in
1952 and the condoms had come
into use but it was limited to
a very limited elite class only
because it did cost 25 paise
per piece, unaffordable by the
middle and the lower middle class
where the birth rate was highest.
Subsequently the government
had decided to import 400 million
condoms in 1968 and sell them
at 5 paise per piece. However,
their sale and availability at this
price always remained under
the shadow of doubt. To improve
access to condoms the government
had launched the Nirodh
Marketing Program in 1968 and
by 1972 their monthly average use
had gone up to 7 milllion pieces.

Later the government had
started distributing condoms free
of cost through family planning
clinics and community workers,
and at subsidized prices through
community-based distributors
and post offices under the depot
holder scheme. It would not be
inappropriate to say that condoms
have played a very significant
role in meeting hitherto the food
demand by keeping birth rate
under control. But still India’s
population is rising at a very fast

and alarming pace.

A



A progressive shift noted
from the late 1970s onward was
the change in educated parents
attitude towards their children.
They preferred not to have more
children than they could attend to
properly. They felt it their prime
duty to do as much as they could
for each child. They also started
caring to live life more comfortably
than to have a large family.

But still the population
continued to increase at the wrong
end — the poor who can ill-afford
to bring up and educate children
are multiplying. The Malthusian
Theory is still relevant in India
where grinding poverty, lack of
education, religious fanaticism
and communal quarrels are the
order of the day.

FOOD SHORTAGES

Failure to increase food
production in India at a faster
rate than has prevailed in the past
could engender serious economic
difficulties, with possible explosive
political consequences. Present

trends in the Indian economy

raise the spectre of a growing
shortage of food, a shortage which
would be all the more acute if, as is
expected, the population increases
more rapidly than it has in recent
years. Consideration of future
food requirements is particularly
appropriate at this time when
the Third Five Year Plan is in
the process of formulation”, had
written Rodney H. Mills Jr.
long back on page 145 of his Far
Eastern Survey conducted by
the American Institute of Pacific
Relations under the title ‘India’s
Food Crisis’.

The food situation in India
had always been serious since
1940s and was marked by severe
shortages. Consequently, strict
measures of price control and
rationing were imposed and food
grains imported on a large-scale.
The controls were gradually
relaxed in March 1955.

To add to the misery famine
had been a recurrent feature of life
in the Indian sub-continent most

notoriously during British rule

resulting in more than 60 million
deaths in the 18th, 19th, and
early 20th centuries the severest
being the Bengal famine of 1943.
A famine occurred in Bihar in
1966. Then occurred a drought in
Maharashtra in 1970-1973.
Despite a good agricultural
growth of 3% per annum during
1956-65 India faced grim
shortages as demand kept on
rising with population rising at
2.2% per annum from earlier 1%.
During this very period occurred
two major wars straining the
stocks further — India-China war
in 1962 and Indo-Pak war in 1965.
SABKA SAATH, SABKA VIKAS
Circumstances had compelled
India to import wheat from U.S
from 1956 under PL-480 scheme
swallowing the humiliation by
President Johnson but it made
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri
Indira Gandhi to turn to Green

and his successor
Revolution. It was during these
critical times that PM Shastri
had made that historic call to the
nation “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan”.
Thereafter only Prime Minister
Narender Modi raised the call
for “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas”
seeking everyone’s support for
the comprehensive wellbeing of
everyone in the country. All round
progress and prosperity is not
possible sans the cooperation and
contribution of all. To help him
turn his dream of a sound and
progressive India into reality we
all have to contribute in our own

‘
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India is the second
most populated
country in the
world with nearly a
fifth of the world's
population. As on
September 17,
2018 India’s 2018
population was
estimated at 1.35
billion based on the
most recent UN data.

‘

individual ways. Mere wearing
‘Modi masks’ and vociferous
supportive slogans won’t change
the scenario; the entire nation
will have to change and give up
its lazy and careless approach to
every aspect of life and become
industrious not wasting any
man-hour in the interest of our
future generations. In other
words, coining a new word, we
all need to become ‘Modiized’
i.e. becoming one with him —
thinking and working like him.
But and there is always an
unwanted ‘BUT’ springing up
in the path of one’s designed
progress. Unfortunately the
socio-political equations in our
country are not very conducive.
Ours is not a one united nation.
We still stand divided in separate
religious communities bounded
in shallower brains controlled
by centuries-old dogmas and
liturgies having very little faith
in others. Some believe that
children are born as per the will
of the God and therefore it is
their duty not to hamper Him
and keep on mating to produce
children. They believe that since
God produces children, He will
also look after their needs for
sustenance. The consequent
result is disastrous not only for
the family but for the entire
society. And some even sanction
polygamy as a religious right.
the
which originated in India the

Excepting religions

others with foreign roots believe

in converting people to their
faith offering various types
of temptations financed from
abroad. Ironically, they don’t
know, this step nullifies their
faith in their own God because by
conversion they try to rectify His
error in not making all believe
in their faith from birth. They
think it was a ‘divine error’ and
needs be set right -- Correcting
the Creation of the Creator.
Some fanatic motor-mouths
openly call their fellow-believers
to convert at least five persons
annually to their faith and thus
enlarge their numbers to be
able to have the political reins
of the country in their hands.
Such anti-progress head-winds
need to be checked because
they pretend to be responding
to the Prime Minister’s call for
all-round transformation but
in reality just keep on circling
their mental wagons around
their outdated beliefs. One living
example of it 1s Khadim Hussain
Rizvi, Chief of Tehreek-i-Labaik
Pakistan, who on November 1,
2018 “called for the assassination
of the chief justice who acquitted
the Christian woman Asia Bibi
sentenced to death by hanging
under Pakistan’s blasphemy
laws”. An unlimited number of
his tribe lay silent in our country.
PRIORITIES OF THE TIME
The country can no longer
afford to waste time over
parochial issues and must

adhere to its development



agenda keeping scope for the
grim reality that there cannot
be a uniform change in national
mentality and that ‘progress’
cannot keep on running a parallel
or losing race with the constant
rise in population. It must
stop. The Central Government
should immediately attend to
the following vitally important
targets :

Controlling population ex-
plosion by limiting family size
through two children per couple
norm,;

Persuading the couples
of reproductive age group to
postpone conception for at least
two-three years;

Ensuring universal access to
cheap and reliable contraception
means/devices;

Generating more grain at
lower cost through improved
latest agricultural discoveries
and inventions making the poor’s
footpath food prices its judging
parameter;

Protecting the environment by
creating more green spaces and
making harmonious changes in
lifestyles, and therefore, putting
brakes on the haphazard increase
in construction of high-rise
buildings devouring agricultural
land;

Bringing the entire populace
under one common Civil Code
governing every aspect of
every citizen irrespective of his
community and caste for Hindus

are divided into astronomically

AA

large number of separate entities
everyone being a minority in itself,
and lastly

Paying immediate attention to
the school education system in the
country destroyed by the Congress
Education Minister Kapil Sibbal
producing uneducated generations
one after another for several years.

The political brains running
the country should not ignore the

fact that every progressive plan is

The food situation in
India had always been
serious since 1940s and
was marked by severe

shortages. Consequently,
strict measures of price
control and rationing

were imposed and food
grains imported on a
large-scale. The controls
were gradually relaxed in
March 1955.

subject to time’s scrutiny which
will point out its inherent flaws.
They must realize that nature has
not made all men equal except in
their basic requirements like food,
clothing and housing.

The concept of universal
high school education is flawed
and can never be achieved and
better be very silently curtailed.
However, universal primary

education 1in one’s mother
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tongue up to fifth standard and
thereafter for another three
years for successful students
with English as an additional
language be made compulsory.
Promotion to ninth class should
be strictly on competency basis
and not automatic. Primary
education should be provided in
every village.

Housing for all? It is all very
humane and justified. But should
houses be kept on being built to
meet the ever-rising demand. It
will invariably adversely affect
agriculture which means slow
starvation. If population growth
is not controlled and curtailed
immediately the days are not far
ahead when town-planners will
be designing ‘Coffin Homes’ — 1
meter by 2 meter covers.

“Remember, democracy
never lasts long. It soon wastes,
exhausts, and murders itself.
There never was a democracy yet
that did not commit suicide”, had
warned John Adams, the second
U.S. President (1735-1826).

If... and if, we as a nation
fail to achieve these targets at a
quick pace within a reasonable
limited time-frame we are bound
to doom because our own limitless
resultant hunger emerging from
our senseless population growth
will devour us caring not for
our castes, communities and
creeds.

(The author is a senior English
Jjournalist and worked for a lot of
leading media houses in India.)

“
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Jay Bhattacharjee

he specific example is the
continuous flow of illegal
Muslim migrants from

Bangladesh, recently aggravated
by Rohingyas (Bengali-speaking

Muslims who lived earlier in
the Rakhine region of Burma).
The previous Congress regime
chose to overlook the Bangladeshi
immigration problem for many
decades. In West Bengal, the
CPI(M) government also chose
to turn a blind eye to this issue
when it was in power till 2011.
Thereafter, the TMC, under
Mamata Banerjee’s leadership,
has been equally complicit in this

matter.

In fact, West Bengal is
currently reeling under the
assault of aggressive Islamic
fundamentalism that is also
tacitly encouraged by the State
Government. This commentator
believes that it is high time that
the Union Government takes an
active stance on this matter. The
Centre must now proclaim that
there is indeed a severe threat to
our country from Islamic forces,
fuelled and financed by Pakistan

Demographic invasion
of India poses a severe

THREAT OF
ISLAMIC TERROR

Along with many other severe problems, our country is also
confronting a major existential threat. This is the danger that is
posed by demographic invasion from Islamic people.
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and several Islamic countries
in West Asia, including Saudi
Arabia and Iran. Let us be clear
and frank about this — the land
of the Ibn Sauds and the land of
Khomeini march in tandem to the
call of Islam.

Readers in North India have
been exposed to the Kashmir
inferno for some time and
are now well aware of what is
happening in that part of the
country. However, West Bengal is
another cup of tea. Most Indians
would barely be conversant about
the developments in the state
in recent decades. The general
overview the country has of West
Bengal (WB) is its relentless (and
apparently irreversible) economic
decline and the permanent chaos
that marks life in that part of
the world. Sporadically, Indians
outside WB take note of the latent
cultural and literary talent of the
Bengalis. However, here too, it is
largely the probashi (expatriate)
Bengalis who hit the headlines
with positive news. West Bengal,
itself, generally brings bad news.

Both West Bengal and Assam

face the same security problems

that are created by illegal
Bangladeshi immigration. While
the political change in Assam in
the last few years has brought
some relief to that state, through
the National Citizen Register
initiative, West Bengal has seen
no similar efforts. In the final
analysis, the entire country will
face a major security threat, if the
situation carries on as it is.

The Indian mainstream media,
or MSM, particularly the English-
language one, is conspicuously
silent about the periodic outbursts
of communal violence in WB. And,

again, making a departure from
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“socially correct” terminology, it
must be put on record that the
violence is almost always directed
primarily at Hindus, who are at
the receiving end of the lathis and
swords and worse. Certain areas
are notorious trouble-spots — these
include Malda, Murshidabad,
Dinajpur and North 24 Parganas,
to mention the prominent ones.

All these are Muslim-majority
districts, with Malda having more
than 52 per cent Muslims as per
the official Census data of 2011.
It is an open secret among the
military and paramilitary forces
that the ground reality may be
different. Younger officers make
no bones about sharing their
experience on this issue, including
the most uncomfortable scenarios.
This pertains to the situation in
certain parts of WB that have
become virtual no-go areas for the
local law-and-order forces.

In any case, the police in
WB have been soft, for many
decades, on illegal immigration
from Bangladesh and rampant
crime in the border areas. The
strategy of Mamata Banerjee is

very simple, though it may be toxic
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for the nation’s security — if the
TMC can routinely garner the bloc
votes of the Muslims, she can win
a disproportionately large number
of seats in the constituencies that

have multiple candidates trying to

tap the residual non-TMC voter

base. Here, too, she counts on the
former lumpen CPM cadre who
have switched their loyalties to
Mamata’s party.

Of course, the TMC candidates
need not all be Muslims — all they
have to do is to keep the Imams
and the Muslim seniors in their
support base happy. In contrast,
the Hindu electorate has no
effective leadership or programme.
The residual influence of the
CPM’s now-discredited ideology
ensures that the West Bengal
Hindu is still hesitant to combat
Islamic theological politics in a
determined manner.

At this stage, I would like
to tell readers about the use of
demography as a political weapon.
It is necessary to explain to them

how Yugoslavia was destroyed

‘.-.

only two decades ago. I have
studied this subject would like
the readers of this essay to know
more about it. This is the process
of disintegrating a country
through population changes, or

demography.

The paradigm works out as
follows: the first step is to ensure a
major change in the demographic
composition of a province or part of
a federal country. This is effected
through immigration (mostly
illegal) of a particular group
(religious, ethnic or linguistic)
from a neighbouring country or
through significantly higher birth
rates domestically.

The next stage is to cause
law and order/public security
problems in the relevant areas
for the federal/central authorities
and administration of the country.

This is followed by the
terrorisation or even subjugation
of the erstwhile majority (now
reduced to a minority). Thereafter,
the victims are compelled to

leave their original homelands,

as was done in Kashmir in 1990
and as may be attempted in
WB in the next few years, if the
TMC continues in power. The
objective is to give rise to civil-
war conditions or tensions in the
province/region.

Now comes the very sensitive
part of the exercise. This involves
the internationalisation of the
conflict and the involvement
of other regional and global
powers. Historical rivalries are
also leveraged to invite physical
foreign intervention.

In the case of Kosovo, in
the final act, the international
Islamic lobby was utilised to
finance insurrection and procure
arms to combat the federal/
central forces, as well as to also
canvas the secessionist “cause” in
international organisations and
platforms.

Our babus and netas on Raisina
Hill are not particularly well-
versed in history. Otherwise, they
would have observed that the
above process was also followed,
more or less exactly, by Nazi
Germany when it destroyed
Czechoslovakia in 1938, through
the terrorist violence of the
minority Sudeten Germans in
the western region of that model
democratic country. A minority
that works from inside to destroy
a federal country can also be a
linguistic/cultural one and not
necessarily a religious one.

In the case of Germany, the

people of that country seemed



to have learned their lesson
after their catastrophic defeat in
the Second World War. On the
contrary, international political
Islam has learnt nothing from the
losses it has had in the last twelve-
odd centuries. If anything, the
defeats and debacles, whether in
Seville or in Poitiers or Vienna, are
looked up to for inspiration. Just
search for the Islamic laments on
the fall of Seville and Cordoba and
you will get an idea about what
drives Islamic revanchism.

In this convoluted intellectual
war that political Islam is waging,
Bharat or Hind, to be more precise,
occupies a very special place.
The Lutyens-zone secularists
can cry themselves hoarse from
the roof-tops that this is all a
conspiracy of “right-wing Hindu
nationalists”, but Ghazwa-e-Hind
is not a fantasy conjured up by
some “bhakts” in various parts
of the country. There is sufficient
evidence that the Pakistani armed
forces teach this doctrine in some
form or the other in their courses.

There is also credible feedback
that some Islamic places of
worship in India have also
started mentioning this concept
during their prayer meetings.
Tarek Fatah wrote recently on
this and this created an uproar
in the desi secularist circles, but
the powers that be in Delhi would
be most unwise if they dismiss
Fatah’s well-meant warning to
India.

Returning to the latest

(Photo: Locatibn Of Kosovo In The
Balkan Region Of Europe)

developments in WB, what
should be the response of the
union government? The Bengal
Governor’s perfectly justified
decision to ask the state
administration to explain the riots
and violence in a strategically
located area and to take adequate
measures to protect all citizens
seems to have touched a raw
nerve in the Chief Minister. She
has stooped to new lows in her
reaction and this probably shows
that she is on weak ground this
time.

Admittedly, WB is not yet ripe
for President’s Rule, since there
is no overall breakdown of law
and order throughout the state.
However, this writer is in favour
of invoking the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA)

in WB after declaring certain

districts as “disturbed areas”.
The centre has full powers since
1972 to declare certain areas as
“disturbed” and there is a clear
need to categorise at least four or
five districts of WB as “disturbed”.
Raisina Hill must summon the
necessary resolve to take this step;
just the invocation of the Act and
the categorisation of certain areas
as “disturbed” will suffice at this
stage. WB is not as terminally sick
as the Kashmir Valley and this
writer’s surmise is that necessary
corrective measures, as advocated
here, will work now. If Delhi hums
and haws, Bengal will need much
more stringent and drastic action

in the years to come.

(The author is a Delhi-based adviser
on financial & corporate affairs and
is a commentator on public affairs
in the National Press.)
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